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FR ANDREW WRITES: Today is
‘Laetare Sunday’. At the mid-point of
the Lenten season the prayers and
readings of today focus on the word
‘joy’. In families, today should also be
characterised by joy as they celebrate
Mothers’ Day. However, the evergrowing cloud of the Coronavirus casts
a dark shadow over so much. The
lives of each of us – and that means
the whole human family – may be
greatly impacted by this virus. In the
coming weeks things are likely to get a
lot worse before they get better. In
normal times, our spiritual life sustains
us, the more so in times of difficulty.
These are not normal times and just as
we may not be able to get the things
we usually expect from the supermarkets, so too we may not be able so
readily to access the spiritual
‘provisions’ we have depended on
throughout our lives. The suspension
of the public celebration of mass is
unprecedented and will be challenging
for all who draw immense spiritual
benefit from the mass. If it will seem
strange not to be able to attend mass,
it is no less strange for me to be saying mass – as I will continue to do – to
an empty church. But despite physical
distance we are united in faith, in spirit,
in prayer and in mutual Christian love.
Let us pray for all who are managing
this crisis, especially Health workers,
for those who have contracted the
disease, for those who have died and
let us pray for each other.

MORE GENERALLY: The internet, for
those who have access, is a valuable
source of prayerful material. The universalis app, www.universalis.com is
especially recommended.
LIVE STREAMING: The Oratory in
Bournemouth has a permanent live
stream which means you can make a
virtual visit to the Blessed Sacrament
www.bournemouthoratory.org.uk/livefeed/ A number of Churches in our
diocese also live stream the mass,
again for virtual participation. The websites for each church will give details
and timings:
Abingdon
Basingstoke
Bournemouth
Hinksey
Ilford
New Milton
Portsmouth

Our Lady & St Edmund
St Bede’s
The Oratory
Holy Rood Church
Saints Peter and Paul
Our Lady of Lourdes
The Cathedral

The following prayer would be
appropriate if following a live stream
mass:

OUR PARISH TREASURER WRITES:
Across the country many are facing
financial challenges. Though not in the
same category the parish, too, will have
to watch its finances. Many of you give
generously through standing order and
others through the collection on Sunday.
The latter accounts for 50% of our parish
income but our outgoings will remain
pretty much the same. We hope to have
a simple ‘Donate’ facility on the website
within the next few days, so look out for
that. For those who use envelopes, new
envelopes for the coming year are
available in the church porch. Please
retain your envelopes until such times as
normal service may be resumed. For
those who might make a brief visit to
the church on Sunday there will be a
facility to make your ordinary offering.
Many thanks for your continued support.

Spiritual Communion

(cf. St Alphonsus Liguori)

My Jesus,
I believe that you are present in the
Holy Sacrament of the altar.
I love you above all things
and I passionately desire to receive you
into my soul.

Fr Andrew will say Mass privately
LITURGICAL CALENDAR AND INTENTIONS
Prayer of the Church: 4th Week of Lent. Psalter Week 4
Cycle of Prayer: All Penitents
—

People of the Parish

Sunday
March 22nd

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

Mon

23rd

of the 4th Week of Lent

—

Tues

24th

of the 4th Week of Lent

—

Weds

25th

The Annunciation of the Lord

—

—
—

Thurs

26th

of the 4th Week of Lent

—

Fri

27th

of the 4th Week of Lent

—

Sat

28th

of the 4th Week of Lent

—

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

—

Sunday
March 29th

Since I cannot now receive you
sacramentally,
come spiritually into my soul
so that I may unite myself wholly to you now
and forever. Amen.

—
Joyce Horton RIP

Special Intention

—
People of the Parish

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES
IN THE AREA
The Annunciation
Charminster Road. BH8 9RW
01202 513369
St Edmund Campion
481 Castle Lane West BH8 9TN
01202 513369
Bournemouth Oratory
1 Albert Road. BH1 1BZ
01202 411140
Corpus Christi
17/18 St. James Sq. BH5 2BX
01202 425286
St. Joseph and St. Walburga
2a Archway Road. BH14 9AZ
01202 746539
Our Lady of Fatima
35 Brixey Road. BH12 3PB
01202 746539

Some practicalities:
•

The best way to keep abreast of necessary information is through the parish website:
www.catholicwestbourne.org

•

The newsletter will be posted on the website but will also be available in hard copy in the porch (please take a copy
home and copies for neighbours or friends who may not have internet access).

•

Fr Andrew will post a short homily on the website.

•

As far as possible, the church will be open for short visits for personal prayer as follows:
Sunday – (8.30 a.m. - 12.00 p.m.)
Tuesday – Friday inclusive (10.00 a.m. – 12.00 p.m.)
Timings and extent of access will be kept under review and may change without notice.

•

As already noted, Fr Andrew will continue to say mass privately and mass intentions previously requested will be
said, as will any further requests.

•

The Parish Office will be physically closed but will be operational:
email: oliadmin@portsmouthdicoese.org.uk
phone: 01202 760640.

•

All parish activities are suspended until further notice.

•

There will be no access to the Hall, the lift or to the toilets.

General Prayers for Health
Lord Jesus, you came that we might have life
in all its fullness.
In this time of sickness and the fear of sickness,
give me the health of mind – that I might seek out
wise guidance and act upon it;
the health of body – that will enable me
to serve you and those around me;
the health of spirit – that my soul rests
in the secure knowledge
that there is nothing that can separate me
from the Father’s love.
Give me the grace to share your peace –
that peace the world cannot give.
Prayer for those Affected
Merciful God, come to the help of your people.
Be our shelter in this time of peril
and strengthen the bonds of our community.
Bring healing to all who suffer
the ravages of disease
and assist those whose skill and art
can put an end to this affliction.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
O God, our refuge and our shield,
even when we walk in the shadow of death
you are there at our side.
Be with your people in this time of danger:
bring strength to the afflicted
and protection to those untouched by disease.
Give us love and courage,
that we may trust in your power to save
and reach out to all who need our care.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer for those in Authority
Loving God, in Christ Jesus, the servant of all,
you call us to the service of others.
Grant to those who govern the community
the skill to recognise its urgent needs
and the strength to pursue the common good.
Endow us all with patience and courage,
that we may care for the suffering,
feed the hungry, shelter the homeless,
and sustain the needy.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayer for all Mothers
Today we thank God for the gift of mothers and
mothering across the world.
Isaiah wrote that God is a mother to us,
comforting and carrying us in her arms.

As one whom a mother comforts,
so I will comfort you – Isaiah 66:13.
Gentle, patient God –
thank you
for your tender care.
PRAYER CORNER

All the sick and housebound of our parish,
including:
Patricia Kowalewska, Win Sheridan, Patricia Plumb,
Kathleen Wood, Peter Henry, Philip Rockford and
Germain McAulay.

Safeguarding Officer
Matthew French
mail@matthewfrench.net

Parish Administrator
Suzanne Quinn
Office hours :
Mon, Wed, Fri
9.30-11.30am.
All enquiries
Tel
01202 760640
Email
oliadmin
@portsmouth
diocese.org.uk
Website:

catholicwestbourne.org

Address:
Our Lady Immaculate
Seamoor Road,
Bournemouth,
BH4 9AE
Parish Priest
Fr Andrew Moore
Gift Aid
Pay income tax?
We can reclaim 25%
of your offering today
from the Government
at no cost to you.
Please use one of our
special envelopes
or ask for a form.
We are part of
Bournemouth
Pastoral Area

For those self-isolating
For all health workers
Clocks go forward
1 hour next Sunday

