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13 September 2020 Year A • Psalter Week 4 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME13 SEPTEMBER 2020 

THE WORD Year A • Psalter Week 4

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait for  
 you,
that your prophets be found true.
Hear the prayers of your servant,
and of your people Israel.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
Look upon us, O God,
Creator and ruler of all things,
and, that we may feel the working of your  
 mercy,
grant that we may serve you with all our 
 heart.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
 the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Ecclesiasticus 27:30-28:7

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus.

Resentment and anger, these are foul things,
and both are found with the sinner.
He who exacts vengeance will experience the  
 vengeance of the Lord, 
who keeps strict account of sin.
Forgive your neighbour the hurt he does you,
and when you pray, your sins will be   
 forgiven.
If a man nurses anger against another,
can he then demand compassion from the  
 Lord?
Showing no pity for a man like himself,
can he then plead for his own sins?
Mere creature of flesh, he cherishes   
 resentment;
who will forgive him his sins?
Remember the last things, and stop hating,
remember dissolution and death, and live by  
 the commandments.
Remember the commandments, and do not  
 bear your neighbour ill-will;
remember the covenant of the Most High,  
 and overlook the offence.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 102 

Response:
The Lord is compassion and love,
slow to anger and rich in mercy.

1.  My soul, give thanks to the Lord,
  all my being, bless his holy name.
  My soul, give thanks to the Lord
  and never forget all his blessings. (R.)

2.  It is he who forgives all your guilt,
  who heals every one of your ills,
  who redeems your life from the grave,
  who crowns you with love and  
   compassion. (R.)

3.  His wrath will come to an end;
  he will not be angry for ever.
  He does not treat us according to our sins
  nor repay us according to our faults. (R.)

4.  For as the heavens are high above the  
   earth
  so strong is his love for those who fear  
   him.
  As far as the east is from the west
  so far does he remove our sins. (R.)
 
SECOND READING  Romans 14:7-9

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Romans.

The life and death of each of us has its 
influence on others; if we live, we live for the 
Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord, so 
that alive or dead we belong to the Lord. This 
explains why Christ both died and came to 
life, it was so that he might be Lord both of 
the dead and of the living.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Speak, Lord, your servant is listening:
you have the message of eternal life.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Matthew 18:21-35

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew.

Peter went up to Jesus and said, “Lord, 
how often must I forgive my brother if he 
wrongs me? As often as seven times?” Jesus 
answered, “Not seven, I tell you, but seventy-
seven times.
 “And so the kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who decided to settle 
his accounts with his servants. When the 
reckoning began, they brought him a man 
who owed ten thousand talents; but he had 
no means of paying, so his master gave 
orders that he should be sold, together with 
his wife and children and all his possessions, 
to meet the debt. At this, the servant threw 
himself down at the master’s feet. ‘Give me 
time,’ he said, ‘and I will pay the whole sum.’ 
And the servant’s master felt so sorry for him 
that he let him go and cancelled the debt. 
Now as this servant went out, he happened 
to meet a fellow servant who owed him one 
hundred denarii; and he seized him by the 
throat and began to throttle him. ‘Pay what 
you owe me,’ he said. His fellow servant fell 
at his feet and implored him, saying, ‘Give 
me time and I will pay you.’ But the other 
would not agree; on the contrary, he had him 
thrown into prison till he should pay the debt. 
His fellow servants were deeply distressed 
when they saw what had happened, and they 
went to their master and reported the whole 
affair to him. Then the master sent for him. 
‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I cancelled all 
that debt of yours when you appealed to me. 

Were you not bound, then, to have pity on 
your fellow servant just as I had pity on you?’ 
And in his anger the master handed him 
over to the torturers till he should pay all his 
debt. And that is how my heavenly Father will 
deal with you unless you each forgive your 
brother from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
 Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
 Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the  
 dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Look with favour on our supplications, O Lord,
and in your kindness accept these, your  
 servants’ offerings, 
that what each has offered to the honour of  
 your name
may serve the salvation of all.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
How precious is your mercy, O God!
The children of men seek shelter in the  
 shadow of your wings.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
May the working of this heavenly gift, O Lord,  
 we pray,
take possession of our minds and bodies,
so that its effects, and not our own desires,
may always prevail in us.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Look into your own heart. Is there someone 
there whom you will not forgive? What 
might you do about this?

DO

During this discourse, the fourth of five in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus 
continues to show how society’s standards are not those of his disciples. 
Peter presents a question about forgiving other people, and his initial proposal of doing 
so on seven occasions might appear to veer on the generous side. But Jesus replies in 
terms which suggest an incalculable number, and one which calls into question a system 
of pardon founded strictly on justice. Jesus illustrates God’s attitude by the parable of the 
debtor who refused to cancel a trifling amount in spite of his own creditor wiping out an 
enormous bill which he had no hope of ever settling.

Peter wants to know the limits of forgiveness. He is told that there is no limit to God’s 
forgiveness, and the parable makes it clear that the disciple of Jesus is expected to reflect 
this when dealing with other people. The master’s understanding and kindness is further 
emphasised when he cancels what he now refers to in the original text as a loan, rather 
than a debt. The ghastly punishment mentioned at the end of the story is not given in light 
of the debt owed but because of the person’s refusal to forgive someone else. Also, this 
forgiveness must be genuine, “from the heart”, and not just a superficial action which 
conceals the person’s true feelings and attitude. n 

LEARN

The law of retaliation (lex talionis) was a statute restricting retribution to the extent of the 
injury caused. It was intended to stop the developing of a vendetta which would have no 
ending.

A talent was a financial unit, representing a great sum of money. Ten thousand of these 
would be an astronomical amount which a servant would have no hope of ever repaying.

To end up in slavery as a result of debt was common in the ancient world. Under Jewish law, 
a wife could not be sold in this way.

SAY
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea.
(F.W. Faber)

There is, in fact, a limit to God’s 
forgiveness, and that is the limit 
which we ourselves impose. We 

are warned elsewhere in the Gospel 
that the amount we measure out will 
be the measure which we receive. 
But, more importantly, we ourselves 
remind God of this, and ask God to 
treat us as we treat others each time 
we say the Lord’s Prayer. One of the 
effects of using archaic language is that 
sometimes we do not really understand 
what we are saying: the line “Forgive 
us our trespasses…” really means 
“And forgive us our debts, as we have 
forgiven our debtors”, and Jesus goes 
on to spell out clearly that this is the 
standard of forgiveness that we will be 
subject to, one that we ourselves have 
laid down.

Peter’s posing of the question recalls 
an early story in Genesis about 
Lamech (Gen 4:23-24). This episode 
illustrates the increase in violence 
among human beings, where Lamech 
boasts about exacting seventyfold 
vengeance for injuries he received. 
The law of retribution (“eye for eye, 
tooth for tooth”) was intended to 
restrict revenge to the proportion of the 
offence, so it meant only an eye for an 
eye, only a tooth for a tooth… But later 
biblical teaching is about reconciling 
the parties. It may well be that Matthew 
is linking the debt owed to the master 
in the parable to sin, hence the master 
represents the heavenly Father. It is 
the clear, and uncomfortable, message 
that if we hope that God will forgive us, 
then we should be careful where we set 
the limits of God’s mercy. It is truly in 
our hands. n

REFLECT

FORGIVE  
ME AS I 
FORGIVE

(MATTHEW 18:21-35)
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The sudden closure, in the immediate vicinity of our church, of the Westbourne Post Office because of a Covid infection 

and the temporary closure of the Conservative Club because of a link to an infection serves as a stark reminder that 

the virus is not somewhere else. The need for vigilance and care has not gone away. Concern for the safety of all, and 

especially given the largely ‘senior’ nature of our congregation, continues to inform our parish response. As previously 

mentioned, the layout of our building and other practical issues do not allow for the resumption of the public 

celebration of mass at this time. Last week, by way of experiment, we started the private celebration of mass with a 

maximum of six parishioners on Wednesdays and Fridays at 10 a.m. Limiting the numbers strictly to a maximum of six 

offers a greater assurance of safety and obviates the need for volunteer marshals. Two members of the same 

household will be able to sit together.  To ensure the arrangements are equitable, parishioners will need to make a 

booking in order to attend one of these masses.  A rota will be drawn up and a date will be offered for the next available 

mass.  Should you wish to attend again, your name will go to the bottom of the rota once you have attended.  Please 

do not turn up for a mass until you hear that your booking has been accepted. Only those with a confirmed 

reservation will be allowed to enter.  

 

Parishioners with confirmed reservations will be asked to queue outside the Church in a socially distanced manner. 

The door will be unlocked promptly at 9:50 a.m.  for entry and will then be closed.  There will be no entry after this 

time.  You are asked to wear a face mask (except when receiving communion) and sanitise your hands on entry.  

Names & addresses will be kept for 21 days and if necessary, may be passed to NHS Test & Trace. 

Those who are especially vulnerable or are feeling unwell are advised to stay at home.  The Church will still be open 

for private prayer at the times stated below.  Only the church will be accessible.  The hall, lift, and toilets will not be 

available. 

These arrangements will be kept under review and may be subject to change. 

Bookings need to be made in advance and you can request a reservation by one of the following methods (in order 

of preference):- 

1) Send an email to oliadmin@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

2) Leave a clear message on the parish office phone 01202 760640 (note: it rings 8 times before the answer 

phone comes on). 

3) In writing, and placed in the letter box by the church door, or by post to Our Lady Immaculate, Seamoor 

Road, Westbourne, BH4 9AE 

When making a booking, please give the following details and someone will get back to you by phone or email to let 

you know which mass you can be offered:- 

Name: 

Phone number or email address: 

Number of seats required: 1 or 2 

Would you like to be added to an ongoing rota?  Yes/No 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


THE CHURCH IS OPEN FOR SHORT VISITS FOR INDIVIDUAL PRAYER AS FOLLOWS: 

Monday  Closed 

Tuesday  10.30 – 11.30 a.m. 

Wednesday  10.30 – 11.30 a.m. 

Thursday  10.30 – 11.30 a.m. 

Friday   10.30 – 11.30 a.m. 

Saturday  Closed 

Sunday   9.30 – 11.30 a.m. 

Please note:  There will be no access to the hall, the lift or to the toilets. 

Please do not visit the church: if you are unwell, have a temperature, are showing other coronavirus symptoms or 
have other vulnerable health concerns. 

When making a visit: 

• Sanitise hands on entry using the new automatic hand sanitisers. 

• The wearing of masks at all times is required. 

• You may be marshalled, as necessary. 

• Sit or kneel only in places marked with a green tick ✓   
  (Two people of the same household may sit together.) 

• There will be no votive candles.   

• Please do not talk in the church. 

 

School application forms. Forms that may need signing should be sent, together with all supporting paperwork and a 

stamped addressed envelope for forwarding to the school, to the Parish Office at Our Lady Immaculate, Seamoor 

Road, Bournemouth BH4 9AE. 

 

Some new face masks made by Fr Andrew are available – see the ‘Face masks’ page of the parish website. 

 
A ‘Thank you’ to those who are using the ‘Donate’ button on the website. The ‘Donate’ button has the facility of adding 

a reference and also the option to Gift Aid any donation. Any donation with no specific reference will be treated as 

ordinary offertory.  The parish’s bank details are set out below for those who may wish to take out a standing order 

or make a bank transfer. 

 

Bank:                           Lloyds        Account Name:           PRCDTR Bournemouth Our Lady Immaculate 
Sort Code:                  30-93-04  Account Number:       00875075 

 
Liturgical Calendar:                   

To request mass intentions, please email or phone the Parish Office or leave an envelope at the church. 

 
Sunday 13th September  24th Sunday of the Year   People of the Parish 

Monday 14th     Exaltation of the Holy Cross   -   

Tuesday 15th          Our Lady of Sorrows    - 

Wednesday 16th   Ss Cornelius & Cyprian     -   

Thursday 17th       of 24th Week     -  

Friday 18th    of 24th Week     - 

Saturday 19th     of 24th Week     - 

Sunday 20th      25th Sunday of the Year   People of the Parish 

 

Prayer Corner: Please remember all the sick and housebound of our parish especially: Patricia Kowalewska, Win 

Sheridan, Patricia Plumb, Kathleen Wood, Peter Henry, Phillip Rockford, Germaine McAulay, and Geoffrey Dixon. 


