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Fifth Sunday of Lent

21 MARCH 2021
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Give me justice, O God,
and plead my cause against a nation that is
faithless.
From the deceitful and cunning rescue me,
for you, O God, are my strength.
COLLECT
By your help, we beseech you, Lord our God,
may we walk eagerly in that same charity
with which, out of love for the world,
your Son handed himself over to death.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
FIRST READING

Jeremiah 31:31-34

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah.
See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who
speaks – when I will make a new covenant
with the House of Israel and the House of
Judah, but not a covenant like the one I made
with their ancestors on the day I took them
by the hand to bring them out of the land of
Egypt. They broke that covenant of mine, so
I had to show them who was master. It is the
Lord who speaks. No, this is the covenant I
will make with the House of Israel when those
days arrive – it is the Lord who speaks. Deep
within them I will plant my Law, writing it on
their hearts. Then I will be their God and they
shall be my people. There will be no further
need for neighbour to try to teach neighbour,
or brother to say to brother, “Learn to know
the Lord!” No, they will all know me, the least
no less than the greatest – it is the Lord who
speaks – since I will forgive their iniquity and
never call their sin to mind.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM

Psalm 50

Response:
A pure heart create for me, O God.
1. Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness.
In your compassion blot out my offence.
O wash me more and more from my guilt
and cleanse me from my sin. (R.)
2. A pure heart create for me, O God,
put a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence,
nor deprive me of your holy spirit. (R.)
3. Give me again the joy of your help;
with a spirit of fervour sustain me,
that I may teach transgressors your ways
and sinners may return to you. (R.)
SECOND READING

Hebrews 5:7-9

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.
During his life on earth, Christ offered up
prayer and entreaty, aloud and in silent tears,
to the one who had the power to save him
out of death, and he submitted so humbly
that his prayer was heard. Although he was
Son, he learnt to obey through suffering; but
having been made perfect, he became for all
who obey him the source of eternal salvation.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of
God!
If a man serves me, says the Lord, he must
follow me
wherever I am, my servant will be there too.
Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of
God!
GOSPEL

John 12:20-33

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
John.
Among those who went up to worship
at the festival were some Greeks. These
approached Philip, who came from Bethsaida
in Galilee, and put this request to him, “Sir,
we should like to see Jesus.” Philip went to
tell Andrew, and Andrew and Philip together
went to tell Jesus. Jesus replied to them:
“Now the hour has come
for the Son of Man to be gloriﬁed.
I tell you, most solemnly,
unless a wheat grain falls on the ground
and dies,
it remains only a single grain;
but if it dies,
it yields a rich harvest.
Anyone who loves his life loses it;
anyone who hates his life in this world
will keep it for the eternal life.
If a man serves me, he must follow me,
wherever I am, my servant will be there too.
If anyone serves me, my Father will honour
him.
Now my soul is troubled.
What shall I say:
Father, save me from this hour?
But it was for this very reason that I have
come to this hour.
Father, glorify your name!”
A voice came from heaven, “I have gloriﬁed
it, and I will glorify it again.”
People standing by, who heard this, said
it was a clap of thunder; others said, “It was
an angel speaking to him.” Jesus answered,
“It was not for my sake that this voice came,
but for yours.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.
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THE WORD

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Hear us, almighty God,
and, having instilled in your servants
the teachings of the Christian faith,
graciously purify them
by the working of this sacriﬁce.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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JESUS’
INNER
EMOTIONAL
SELF

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Amen, Amen I say to you: Unless a grain of
wheat
falls to the ground and dies, it remains a
single grain.
But if it dies, it bears much fruit.

(JOHN 12:20-33)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We pray, almighty God,
that we may always be counted among the
members of Christ,
in whose Body and Blood we have
communion.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.

Many people seem to think that true religion
is deﬁned by “giving up things”. In a sense it
is far easier to deny one’s body than quietly
and soberly to surrender your whole self for
God’s possessing. In Lent, how much easier
to give up wine or chocolate than seriously to
tackle our impatience. A friend of mine who
was prepared to fast most rigorously in Lent
was horriﬁed when I suggested daily Mass
and half an hour’s prayer instead.
Sister Wendy Beckett

“Now sentence is being passed on this
world;
now the prince of this world is to be
overthrown.
And when I am lifted up from the earth,
I shall draw all men to myself.”
By these words he indicated the kind of death
he would die.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

(all bow during the next two lines)
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was cruciﬁed, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

Concordat cum originali: + Eamon Martin Archbishop of Armagh. Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy CSsR. The English translation of the entrance
and communion antiphons, the opening prayers, prayers over the gifts, gloria, creed, and prayers after communion from The Roman Missal, ©
2010 International Commission of English in the Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures copyright: Darton, Longman & Todd
Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial psalms are copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist
Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK by Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk)

“Agony in the Garden”, a wall-painting from about the year 1500, in the Church of St Mary, Elsinore, Denmark

When he is told that “some Greeks”, who have come to Jerusalem for the
festival of Passover, want to see him, Jesus tells his disciples that “the hour”
for him to be gloriﬁed has arrived. The period of his revealing his glory, which
began with the ﬁrst sign at Cana and ended with the ﬁnal one of the raising of
Lazarus, is over, and his passion is about to begin.
One of the features of the Fourth Gospel (John) is that some of the most dramatic scenes
which we encounter in the three Synoptic Gospels are missing: these include the testing
of Jesus in the wilderness (the temptations) and the agony in the garden (better expressed
as the struggle in Gethsemane). However, we ﬁnd the components of these episodes
scattered in the Johannine account. The scenes mentioned present Jesus struggling
with what it means to be the Son of God and to be faithful to his mission. They show
Jesus in a very human light: in our Gospel reading today, Jesus realises that his hour, the
complex events of his passion and exaltation on the cross, has arrived and the possibility
of praying to be spared it comes to his mind. However, he overcomes this understandable
reaction and accepts the Father’s will, since this is the purpose of his coming. The voice
from heaven then vindicates Jesus’ choice. There is a tendency sometimes to play down
the human aspect of Jesus, to eliminate any hesitation or struggle on his part: although
the Fourth Gospel views the cruciﬁxion as the lifting up of Jesus in glory, this passage
reminds us of the enduring dark nature of the cross. Q

REFLECT
t is difﬁcult to keep in balance the two natures of Jesus, the divine and human
aspects of his being. The Gospel traditions about his being tested and his ﬁnal
test before the passion, described by the Synoptics in the Gethsemane scene and
hinted at in our Gospel reading today from John, suggest that we should not forget
or play down Jesus’ human nature. The Gospel of John shows Jesus as being well
aware of his divine nature and relationship with the Father, but the temptation to
take shortcuts to fulﬁl his destiny as the Messiah or to avoid the supreme test of the
passion altogether is still there, albeit in a much more subtle, but no less real, form.

I

If it is true, as the letter to the Hebrews tells us, that Jesus “has been put to the
test in exactly the same way as ourselves, apart from sin”, then we should not be
afraid to imagine Jesus as being moved in much the same way as we would be in
his shoes: for example, the Fourth Gospel tells us that Jesus is “troubled” when
confronted with death. If Jesus is to be our model, then we need to know that he
understands our human condition from his own experience and can sympathise with
us in our difﬁculties and fears. Q

DO
Take the cruciﬁx in your hands: reﬂect on
the ﬁgure on the cross and on the human
nature of Jesus.

LEARN
The Gospel of John does not contain some
dramatic scenes which we ﬁnd in the
Synoptic Gospels:
These include the temptations of Jesus, the
agony in the garden, and the trial before the
Sanhedrin.
The agony in the garden is more accurately
understood as the struggle in Gethsemane of
Jesus to remain faithful to the ultimate act of
obedience to his mission from the Father.

SAY
Christ offered up prayer
and entreaty, aloud and
in silent tears.
(Hebrews 5:7)
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We are now in the period called Passiontide, a time which focusses our attention on the road to
Jerusalem and the events leading up to the Crucifixion.
The time has come to move things forward, albeit cautiously and gradually.
Starting this week, the church will re-open for individual visits from 10.00 – 11.00 a.m. (Tuesday to
Friday, and Sunday).
Holy Week. The church will be open for individual visits from 10.00 – 11.00 a.m. (Tuesday to Friday).
The Bishops are recommending that the Holy Week services might best be followed online from, for
example, the Cathedral.
Easter. The public celebration of mass (albeit by advance booking) will resume. While Easter Sunday
is the main focus of the celebration of the Resurrection, the whole Octave of Easter is, liturgically,
celebrated as Easter Day so please consider a mass during Easter Week.
Masses on Easter Sunday and during the Easter Octave will be by advanced booking only on a first
come, first served basis (see below for how to book):
Easter Sunday: 9.30 and 11.00 a.m.
Tuesday – Friday: 10.00 a.m.
Looking ahead:
From April 11th onwards Sunday mass will be at 9.30 & 11.00 a.m. by advanced booking only and
with priority for those working, at school, and First Communion candidates.
From April 13th onwards weekday mass (Tuesday – Friday) will be at 10.00 a.m. By way of
experiment this will be without the need to book but with restricted numbers on a first come, first
admitted basis and with contact details being taken.
As long as social distancing measures remain in place and, given the particular constraints of our
building and other factors, the numbers we are able to accommodate will continue to be severely
restricted.

How to make a reservation to attend mass:
Bookings need to be made afresh – (standing bookings from before Christmas will need to be made
again). You can request a reservation by one of the following methods (in order of preference):1) Send an email to oliadmin@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
2) Leave a clear message on the parish office phone 01202 760640
3) In writing, and placed in the letter box by the church door, or by post to Our Lady
Immaculate, Seamoor Road, Westbourne, BH4 9AE
When making a booking, please give the following details and you will be contacted by phone or
email to let you know which mass you can be offered:Name(s)
Phone number or email address:
Number of seats required:
Which Easter Sunday or Easter Octave mass you would prefer:
Which Sunday mass from 13th April you would prefer: 9.30, or 11.00, or either.
Would you like to be added to the ongoing Sunday rota? Yes/No
Parishioners attending mass with confirmed reservations only should queue outside the Church in a
socially distanced manner. The door will be unlocked promptly ten minutes before mass and will be
closed five minutes before mass starts after which there will be no entry, so please be punctual.
Hands must be sanitised on entry and face masks must be worn at all times, except when receiving
communion or for children under the age of eleven. Names & addresses will be kept for 21 days
and if necessary, may be passed to NHS Test & Trace. The QR code is posted on the main notice
board for those who have the NHS contact tracing App. Please note: There will be no access to the
Hall, the lift or to the toilets.
A directory of online masses has been provided by the Bishops’ Conference and can be found at:
www.cbcew.org.uk
Gift Aid Envelopes
We are approaching the end of the current tax year and a new set of Gift Aid envelopes would
normally be arriving about now. The past year has been difficult in many respects not least in the
practical management of the envelopes. To make the process easier we are asking those who
currently use envelopes to move to a bank standing order. Printed envelopes will no longer be
available. Those currently on envelopes will be contacted directly shortly. As we are moving to a
more cashless society, those who currently give by cash, but not in envelopes, may also wish to
move to a standing order, which can be Gift Aided. Please email or leave a message at the parish
office if you would like a form. Your offering is valuable, indeed, essential, to the parish and we
would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for your continued support, understanding
and generosity.

Liturgical Calendar
Fr Andrew continues to say mass privately in the church. To request mass intentions, please email
or phone the Parish Office or leave an envelope at the church.
Sunday 21st March
Monday 22nd
Tuesday 23rd
Wednesday 24th
Thursday 25th
Friday 26th
Saturday 27th
Sunday 28th

Fourth Sunday of Lent (B)
of the day
of the day
of the day
The Annunciation of the Lord
of the day
of the day
Palm Sunday (B)

People of the Parish
Rita Hopper
People of the Parish

Prayer Corner: Please remember all the sick and housebound of our parish especially: Patricia
Kowalewska, Win Sheridan, Patricia Plumb, Kathleen Wood, Peter Henry, Phillip Rockford,
Germain McAulay, Geoffrey Dixon, Joe Bonnici and Marjorie Lee.
Finance. A ‘Thank you’ to those who are using the ‘Donate’ button on the website. The ‘Donate’
button has the facility of adding a reference and also the option to Gift Aid any donation. Any
donation with no specific reference will be treated as ordinary offertory. The parish’s bank details
are set out below for those who may wish to take out a standing order or make a bank transfer.
Bank: Lloyds
Sort Code: 30-93-04

Account Name: PRCDTR Bournemouth Our Lady Immaculate
Account Number: 00875075

