4 April 2021

Year B • Psalter Week 1

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
I have risen, and I am with you still, alleluia.
You have laid your hand upon me, alleluia.
Too wonderful for me, this knowledge,
alleluia, alleluia.
GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
COLLECT
O God, who on this day,
through your Only Begotten Son,
have conquered death
and unlocked for us the path to eternity,
grant, we pray, that we who keep
the solemnity of the Lord’s Resurrection
may, through the renewal brought by your
Spirit,
rise up in the light of life.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
FIRST READING

Acts 10:34. 37-43

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
Peter addressed Cornelius and his household:
“You must have heard about the recent
happenings in Judaea; about Jesus of
Nazareth and how he began in Galilee, after
John had been preaching baptism. God had
anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with
power, and because God was with him, Jesus
went about doing good and curing all who
had fallen into the power of the devil. Now I,
and those with me, can witness to everything
he did throughout the countryside of Judaea
and in Jerusalem itself: and also to the fact
that they killed him by hanging him on a tree,
yet three days afterwards God raised him to
life and allowed him to be seen, not by the
whole people but only by certain witnesses
God had chosen beforehand. Now we are
those witnesses – we have eaten and drunk
with him after his resurrection from the
dead – and he has ordered us to proclaim
this to his people and to tell them that God
has appointed him to judge everyone, alive
or dead. It is to him that all the prophets bear
this witness: that all who believe in Jesus will
have their sins forgiven through his name.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 117

Response:
This day was made by the Lord;
we rejoice and are glad.
or
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
1. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
for his love has no end.
Let the sons of Israel say:
“His love has no end.” (R.)
2. The Lord’s right hand has triumphed;
his right hand raised me up.
I shall not die, I shall live
and recount his deeds. (R.)
3. The stone which the builders rejected
has become the corner stone.
This is the work of the Lord,
a marvel in our eyes. (R.)
SECOND READING

Colossians 3:1-4

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Colossians.
Since you have been brought back to true life
with Christ, you must look for the things that
are in heaven, where Christ is, sitting at God’s
right hand. Let your thoughts be on heavenly
things, not on the things that are on the earth,
because you have died, and now the life you
have is hidden with Christ in God. But when
Christ is revealed – and he is your life – you
too will be revealed in all your glory with him.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Alternative second reading
1 Corinthians 5:6-8
SEQUENCE
Christians, to the Paschal Victim offer
sacriﬁce and praise.
The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb;
and Christ, the undeﬁled,
hath sinners to his Father reconciled.
Death with life contended; combat strangely
ended!
Life’s own Champion, slain, yet lives to reign.
Tell us, Mary: say what thou didst see upon
the way.
The tomb the Living did enclose;
I saw Christ’s glory as he rose!
The angels there attesting;
shroud with grave-clothes resting.
Christ, my hope, has risen: he goes before
you into Galilee.
That Christ is truly risen from the dead we
know.
Victorious king, thy mercy show!
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Christ, our passover, has been sacriﬁced;
let us celebrate the feast then, in the Lord.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL

John 20:1-9

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
John.
It was very early on the ﬁrst day of the week
and still dark, when Mary of Magdala came
to the tomb. She saw that the stone had
been moved away from the tomb and came
running to Simon Peter and the other disciple,
the one Jesus loved. “They have taken the
Lord out of the tomb” she said “and we don’t
know where they have put him.”

So Peter set out with the other disciple to go
to the tomb. They ran together, but the other
disciple, running faster than Peter, reached
the tomb ﬁrst; he bent down and saw the
linen cloths lying on the ground, but did not
go in. Simon Peter who was following now
came up, went right into the tomb, saw the
linen cloths on the ground, and also the cloth
that had been over his head; this was not
with the linen cloths but rolled up in a place
by itself. Then the other disciple who had
reached the tomb ﬁrst also went in; he saw
and he believed. Till this moment they had
failed to understand the teaching of scripture
that he must rise from the dead.
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL
PROMISES
Dear brethren (brothers and sisters), through
the Paschal Mystery we have been buried with
Christ in Baptism, so that we may walk with him
in newness of life. And so, now that our Lenten
observance is concluded, let us renew the
promises of Holy Baptism, by which we once
renounced Satan and his works and promised
to serve God in the holy Catholic Church. And
so I ask you:
Do you renounce Satan?
I do.
And all his works?
I do.
And all his empty show?
I do.
Do you believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth?
I do.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son,
our Lord,
who was born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered death and was buried,
rose again from the dead
and is seated at the right hand of the Father?
I do.
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting?
I do.
And may almighty God, the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ,
who has given us new birth by water and the
Holy Spirit
and bestowed on us forgiveness of our sins,
keep us by his grace,
in Christ Jesus our Lord,
for eternal life.
Amen.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Exultant with paschal gladness, O Lord,
We offer the sacriﬁce by which your Church
Is wondrously reborn and nourished.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Christ our Passover has been sacriﬁced,
alleluia;
therefore let us keep the feast with the
unleavened bread
of purity and truth, alleluia, alleluia.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Look upon your Church, O God,
with unfailing love and favour,
so that, renewed by the paschal mysteries,
she may come to the glory of the resurrection.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Concordat cum originali: + Eamon Martin Archbishop of Armagh. Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy CSsR. The English translation of the entrance
and communion antiphons, the opening prayers, prayers over the gifts, gloria, creed, and prayers after communion from The Roman Missal, ©
2010 International Commission of English in the Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures copyright: Darton, Longman & Todd
Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial psalms are copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist
Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK by Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk)

WHERE’S
THE BODY?
(JOHN 20:1-9)

All four Gospel accounts mention Mary Magdalene as visiting the tomb
of Jesus on Easter morning.

SAY

We might note that, in John’s account, she does not report to the two male disciples that
Jesus is risen from the dead, only that Jesus’ body is missing. Simon Peter does not
conclude that the resurrection has taken place after running to the grave of Jesus. The
reason for this is that the empty tomb is no proof of anything: it can only tell us that “he is
not here”; it cannot supply the reason for this situation. People come to believe that Jesus
“is risen”, apart from one exception, through an encounter with the risen Jesus or through
an angel, a divine messenger, that is, through revelation, not from human deduction or
hearsay.

(from one of the Entrance
Antiphons of the Mass on Easter
Sunday)

The one exception is the anonymous other disciple, “the one Jesus loved”, who does
come to believe without any personal meeting with the risen Lord. What enabled him to
perceive the true reason behind the scene in front of him was his relationship with Jesus:
this individual has been highlighted in the second part of the Gospel, in which the selfgiving love of Jesus for his disciples has been stressed and illustrated by his washing of
the disciples’ feet.
The mention of the linen burial cloths and head covering recalls the Johannine account of
the raising of Lazarus, who came out of his tomb still wrapped in his funeral sheets and
had to be released from them. The Fourth Evangelist is telling us that Lazarus was restored
to the life he had lost: the resurrection of Jesus is of a different order altogether. Q

REFLECT
he male disciples of Jesus are often criticised or ridiculed for not believing the
women when these female disciples tell them that Jesus is risen. However,
the New Testament tells us that the testimony of the ﬁrst disciples, on whose
testimony belief in the resurrection of Jesus depends, is founded on “a personal
experience of the risen Lord”. Paul claims to be as much of an apostle as the likes
of Peter on this very basis. The empty tomb is no proof, as we see from the Gospel
narratives themselves: for example, Mary Magdalene will soon mistake the risen
Jesus for the gardener and ask him what he might have done with the body. It is
only when Jesus speaks her name that the joyful truth is revealed to her.

T

The Lord is truly risen,
alleluia!

DO
Today is the greatest feast in the Christian
year: celebrate it accordingly!

LEARN
No one, including the soldiers on guard in
Matthew’s account, actually saw Jesus rise
from the tomb.
“The disciple Jesus loved” is the ﬁgure at
the source of the Johannine tradition and
therefore of great importance in the Fourth
Gospel.
Mary Magdalene is the only constant factor
in the stories of the women’s visit to the
tomb of Jesus.

Those who enjoy detective stories will appreciate that the empty tomb is not a proof
of the resurrection, but is in some ways a consequence of that event. The reason,
according to the Christian scriptures, must come from divine revelation, from God:
this is supplied either through angels or by the risen Jesus himself.
This means that each of us has to decide for her- or himself whether or not to
believe in the resurrection: no one saw Jesus rise from the dead, despite the purely
imaginative pictures in many stained-glass windows and illustrated Bibles. Q

Mary Magdalene: detail from “Deposition of
the Cross” (1927) by P. Verkade, in Carmelite
Church, Dobling, Vienna
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Jesus Christ is Risen today, Alleluia, Alleluia!
A HAPPY EASTER to you all as we celebrate the great feast.
Mass times and church opening:
The public celebration of mass (albeit by advance booking) resumes today. (See below for how to
book).
Easter Sunday:
Easter week Tuesday – Friday:

9.30 and 11.00 a.m.
10.00 a.m.

FULLY BOOKED
FULLY BOOKED

From April 11th onwards Sunday mass will be at 9.30 & 11.00 a.m. by advanced booking only and
with priority for those working, at school, and First Communion candidates.
From April 13th onwards weekday mass (Tuesday – Friday) will be at 10.00 a.m. By way of
experiment this will be without the need to book but with restricted numbers on a first come, first
admitted basis and with contact details being taken.
For all masses please be punctual. The doors will be closed five minutes before mass starts and it
will not be possible to admit latecomers.
On Sundays, the church will remain open after the 9.30 mass until 10.30 for those who may wish to
make short individual visits but will then be closed for cleaning before the 11.00 a.m. mass. During
the week, the church will remain open after the 10.00 a.m. mass until 11.00 a.m.
As long as social distancing measures remain in place and, given the particular constraints of our
building and other factors, the numbers we are able to accommodate will continue to be severely
restricted.

How to make a reservation to attend mass:
Bookings need to be made afresh – (standing bookings from before Christmas will need to be
made again). You can request a reservation by one of the following methods (in order of
preference):1) Send an email to oliadmin@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
2) Leave a clear message on the parish office phone 01202 760640
3) In writing, and placed in the letter box by the church door, or by post to Our Lady
Immaculate, Seamoor Road, Westbourne, BH4 9AE
When making a booking, please give the following details and you will be contacted by phone or
email to let you know which mass you can be offered:Name(s)
Phone number or email address:
Number of seats required:
Which Sunday mass from 13th April you would prefer: 9.30, or 11.00, or either.
Would you like to be added to the ongoing Sunday rota? Yes/No
Parishioners attending mass with confirmed reservations only should queue outside the Church in a
socially distanced manner. The door will be unlocked promptly ten minutes before mass and will be
closed five minutes before mass starts after which there will be no entry, so please be punctual.
Hands must be sanitised on entry and face masks must be worn at all times, except when receiving
communion or for children under the age of eleven. Names & addresses will be kept for 21 days
and if necessary, may be passed to NHS Test & Trace. The QR code is posted on the main notice
board for those who have the NHS contact tracing App. Please note: There will be no access to the
Hall, the lift or to the toilets.
EASTER OFFERING At this time of year, it is customary to make an Easter Offering which is a
personal gift to the priest and which forms a significant part of his personal income. This can be done
either 1) by bank transfer (details below) with the reference ‘Easter Offering’, or 2) or by using the
Donate Button on the website (again putting the reference ‘Easter Offering’ in the ‘leave a message’
box), or 3) at the church.
MISSIO RED BOXES These may now be returned to the church on your next visit. Thank you.
Bishop’s letter Bishop Philip has written an open letter which will be available on the parish website
under newsletters.
Gift aid envelopes We are now at the start of a new tax year and a new set of Gift Aid envelopes
would normally be arriving about now. The past year has been difficult in many respects not least in
the practical management of the envelopes. To make the process easier we are asking those who
currently use envelopes to move to a bank standing order. Printed envelopes will no longer be
available. Those currently on envelopes will be contacted directly shortly. As we are moving to a
more cashless society, those who currently give by cash, but not in envelopes, may also wish to
move to a standing order, which can be Gift Aided. Standing Order and Gift Aid declaration forms

are available to download and print off from the parish website www.catholicwestbourne.org.
Completed forms should be returned to the parish office. Your offering is valuable, indeed, essential,
to the parish and we would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for your continued
support, understanding and generosity.
Liturgical Calendar
Fr Andrew continues to say mass privately in the church. To request mass intentions please email or
phone the Parish Office or leave an envelope at the church.
Sunday 4th April
Monday 5th
Tuesday 6th
Wednesday 7th
Thursday 8th
Friday 9th
Saturday 10th
Sunday 11th

Easter Sunday
Easter Monday
Easter Tuesday
Easter Wednesday
Easter Thursday
Easter Friday
Easter Saturday
Second Sunday of Easter (B)

People of the Parish
People of the Parish

Prayer Corner: Please remember all the sick and housebound of our parish especially: Patricia
Kowalewska, Win Sheridan, Patricia Plumb, Kathleen Wood, Peter Henry, Phillip Rockford,
Germain McAulay, Geoffrey Dixon, Joe Bonnici, Marjorie Lee, and Bill May. And also for John
O’Donnell who died recently RIP.
Finance A ‘Thank you’ to those who are using the ‘Donate’ button on the website. The ‘Donate’
button has the facility of adding a reference in the ‘leave a message’ box and also the option to Gift
Aid any donation. Any donation with no specific reference will be treated as ordinary offertory. The
parish’s bank details are set out below for those who may wish to take out a standing order or make
a bank transfer.
Bank: Lloyds
Sort Code: 30-93-04

Account Name: PRCDTR Bournemouth Our Lady Immaculate
Account Number: 00875075
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Letter to Everyone

who lives within the Diocese of Portsmouth
from Bishop Philip Egan on Easter Sunday 4th April 2021.

AN OFFER THAT WILL CHANGE YOUR LIFE
Dear All,
My name is Philip Egan, and I am writing to you as the Bishop of the Catholic
Diocese of Portsmouth. A bishop is an ‘overseer’ appointed by the Pope.
Originally, I come from Altrincham in Cheshire and until 2012 I was a parish
priest near Stockport. Our Diocese covers a large swathe of southern England
from Oxford and Windsor down to the South Coast and the Channel Islands.
Over 3 million people live in our area. About 200,000 (7%) are Catholics. We
have 90 parishes, 70 schools and 35 religious communities. Today, I am writing
to you and to everyone who lives within this area, every child, woman and man,
whether you consider yourself to be a person of religious faith or not. This
Easter, I want, on behalf of the Catholic community, to send you my warmest
greetings and to extend to you a hand of respect, friendship and service.
This last year has been extraordinary and I wish to share with you some of the
things on my mind. The COVID pandemic has caused great harm and
disruption, physical, mental, emotional and financial. Sadly, many have fallen
sick; some have lost their lives. Yet we have also witnessed amazing generosity
and self-sacrifice. I think here of all the medical staff, carers and key workers.
The pandemic has had a big impact on the Church. There was a period when
our churches – unjustly in my view – had to be closed. But many of our parishes
and schools responded creatively to the challenge. Our hospital chaplains
bravely supported the medical staff and continued caring for the sick and
dying. Priests and parishioners did all they could to keep in touch with the
housebound by email, Zoom and phone. Our schools reached out to the
neediest families with food-parcels, and Caritas, our charitable organisation,
adapted its activities, feeding the homeless and caring for the mentally ill.

As Christians, we have been praying for a speedy resolution to this pandemic.
Thanks to the ingenuity with which God has gifted scientists and others, there
are now some positive signs, not least the vaccination programme. The fact
that the vaccines are being given first to the most vulnerable reveals that
society knows in its heart that the beauty and dignity of every human life is
inviolable. The Catholic Church proclaims this to be true of every person from
the moment of their conception to the awesome moment of their natural
death: an unborn child in the womb, a new-born baby, an infant, a teenager
and young adult, a grown up and a senior. Every person, regardless of their sex,
colour, race or creed, regardless of their health, sexuality or wealth, regardless
of their faults or failings, is of infinite value. Every person is a gift enriching the
community, “holy ground” that we enter upon only with the utmost reverence.
I’m sure that, like me, your life has changed over these last months in its pace
and routine, in the way you work and the way you spend your time. I have often
felt isolated from the ones I love and learnt afresh how important to me loved
ones truly are. The pandemic has exposed the fragility of modern life. It has
also exposed its inequalities, unfairness and wastefulness. Many have been
reviewing their priorities and asking questions about what is really valuable,
about family, love and happiness, about life, death and the role of religion.
Interestingly, thousands have been tuning into online religious services, and
the word “prayer” as an internet search has surged. But the big question now
is: What sort of post-COVID world do we want to inhabit?
We are at a turning-point. We have a God-given opportunity to rebuild a better
world, in which truly human values are to the fore: care for the young, for the
sick and the poor, care for nature, care for a more just society. People have said
that during the crisis the voice of the Church has been unhelpfully silent. Well,
let me give a lead! I hereby call on all our politicians and policymakers to listen
to these aspirations, especially to the cry of the poor and those on the margins.
And to each of you reading, don’t let these aspirations be swallowed up in
grand ideological plans, but concentrate on changing things yourself at home,
at work, amongst your friends and on your street.
Why am I writing to you? I said I wanted, as a bishop and a fellow human being,
to extend a hand of friendship and service. In fact, I want to make you an offer.
For every human being wants to be happy, wants to be loved, wants to give
love, wants to belong, wants to live forever. I believe that none of this is
possible ultimately without a relationship with God. True, people ask: If God is
so good, why does He allow bad things to happen? And why is religion often
abused, leading violence? Yet at its purest, faith in Jesus Christ responds to the
human person’s deepest longings. It gives immortality, tranquillity of spirit, an
assurance of things hoped for. It gives friendship and a sense of belonging. It
gives the strength to do the impossible, to bear sickness, suffering, sadness,
death. It gives meaning and purpose. It grounds ethics. It builds community,
encouraging self-sacrifice and service of the poor. It offers the glue that fosters
social cohesion. Our British society has been moulded over many centuries by
these beliefs, yet today they are much eroded; in fact, they are vanishing. No
wonder we worry about the world our children will live in.
My offer of help is this. We need to ponder the sort of post-COVID world we
wish for. We need to reflect too that one day we will die: what happens then

to all my work and efforts? We need to think about values and our friendship
with God. We need to get right the spiritual dimension of life if we are to tackle
the practical. This is why I’d like to invite you to meet the clergy and people of
the Church near you. They can help you to pray, meet God and develop a
personal friendship with Him. You will hear from them the Good News of Jesus
Christ and what it means. In this way, you can find the Way that leads to that
true, lasting human happiness and fulfilment for which we all long. Here’s a
suggestion: why not try our website www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or email
me on bishopphilipegan@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk?
Peace be with you! I wish you a Happy Easter! Thank you for your attention –
and please be assured of my prayers.
In Corde Iesu,

+Philip

Bishop of Portsmouth

Bishop Philip Egan is the Eighth Bishop of Portsmouth since the foundation of the
Diocese in 1882. His motto is: In Corde Iesu (‘In the Heart of Jesus’). “I chose this
motto because Jesus of Nazareth is the centre of our Christian faith, and His Heart,
pierced for our salvation, is the chief symbol of His love. Jesus Christ is the Son of
God. He knows and loves each one of us without exception, and on the Cross of
Calvary, He laid down His life for us. He wants to make us His disciples and to
incorporate us into the life of His Body, the Church. Filled with love, His Heart
inspires each one of us to reach out in love to our neighbour, especially to the poor
and needy, so that everyone may come to happiness and salvation.”
The shield of the Bishop’s coat of arms is unique and very distinctive. It shews a
hart or deer drinking from the waters of life, as in Psalm 41 “Like the deer that
yearns for running streams, so my soul is yearning for you, my God.” The pose of
the hart playfully alludes to the naval and seafaring character of the Diocese of
Portsmouth. The hart’s open mouth points to the left, which, in nautical terms, is
the port side, thus creating ‘Ports-mouth.’ In the sky is a star, like that followed by
the Magi, who, led by the light of faith, journeyed far to find the infant Jesus. Here
that star also represents Mary, the principal patron of the Diocese. “May this Star
of the Sea, with its seven points representing Her seven sorrows and seven joys,
lead us all to Jesus Her Son.”

Scan me

www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

