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Fifth Sunday of Easter

2 MAY 2021
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
O sing a new song to the Lord,
for he has worked wonders;
in the sight of the nations
he has shown his deliverance, alleluia.
GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
COLLECT
Almighty ever-living God,
constantly accomplish the Paschal Mystery
within us,
that those you were pleased to make new in
Holy Baptism
may, under your protective care, bear much
fruit
and come to the joys of life eternal.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
FIRST READING

Acts 9:26-31

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
When Saul got to Jerusalem he tried to
join the disciples, but they were all afraid
of him: they could not believe he was really
a disciple. Barnabas, however, took charge
of him, introduced him to the apostles, and
explained how the Lord had appeared to Saul
and spoken to him on his journey, and how he
had preached boldly at Damascus in the name
of Jesus. Saul now started to go round with
them in Jerusalem, preaching fearlessly in
the name of the Lord. But after he had spoken
to the Hellenists, and argued with them, they
became determined to kill him. When the
brothers knew, they took him to Caesarea and
sent him off from there to Tarsus.
The churches throughout Judaea, Galilee
and Samaria were now left in peace, building
themselves up, living in the fear of the Lord, and
filled with the consolation of the Holy Spirit.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 21

PSALM

Response:
You, Lord, are my praise in the great
assembly.
or
Alleluia!

1. My vows I will pay before those who fear
			him.
		 The poor shall eat and shall have their fill.
		 They shall praise the Lord, those who
			seek him.
		 May their hearts live for ever and ever! (R.)
2. All the earth shall remember and return
			to the Lord,
		 all families of the nations worship before
			him.
		 They shall worship him, all the mighty of
			the earth;
		 before him shall bow all who go down to
			the dust. (R.)
3. And my soul shall live for him, my 		
			children serve him.
		 They shall tell of the Lord to generations
			yet to come,
		 declare his faithfulness to peoples yet
			unborn:
		 “These things the Lord has done.” (R.)
SECOND READING

1 John 3:18-24

A reading from the first letter of St John.
My children,
our love is not to be just words or mere talk,
but something real and active;
only by this can we be certain
that we are the children of the truth
and be able to quieten our conscience in his
presence,
whatever accusations it may raise against us,
because God is greater than our conscience
and he knows everything.
My dear people,
if we cannot be condemned by our
conscience,
we need not be afraid in God’s presence,
and whatever we ask him,
we shall receive,
because we keep his commandments
and live the kind of life that he wants.
His commandments are these:
that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus
Christ
and that we love one another
as he told us to.
Whoever keeps his commandments
lives in God and God lives in him.
We know that he lives in us
by the Spirit that he has given us.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Make your home in me, as I make mine in
you.
Whoever remains in me bears fruit in plenty.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL

John 15:1-8

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
John.
Jesus said to his disciples:
“I am the true vine,
and my Father is the vinedresser.
Every branch in me that bears no fruit
he cuts away,
and every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes
to make it bear even more.
You are pruned already,

by means of the word that I have spoken
to you.
Make your home in me, as I make mine in
you.
As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself,
but must remain part of the vine,
neither can you unless you remain in me.
I am the vine,
you are the branches.
Whoever remains in me, with me in him,
bears fruit in plenty;
for cut off from me you can do nothing.
Anyone who does not remain in me
is like a branch that has been thrown away
– he withers;
these branches are collected and thrown on
the fire,
and they are burnt.
If you remain in me
and my words remain in you,
you may ask what you will
and you shall get it.
It is to the glory of my Father that you
should bear much fruit,
and then you will be my disciples.”
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SAY
Whoever remains in me...
bears fruit in plenty.

A GARDENING
LESSON

(John 15:5)

(JOHN 15:1-8)

LEARN
The image of the vine or vineyard is used in
the Hebrew scriptures as a symbol for the
people of Israel.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

The life principle of the creature is in the
blood (Leviticus 17:14).
Jesus “shedding his blood” really means
that Jesus “gave his life” for us.

(all bow during the next two lines)
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
O God, who by the wonderful exchange
effected in this sacrifice
have made us partakers of the one supreme
Godhead,
grant, we pray,
that, as we have come to know your truth,
we may make it ours by a worthy way of life.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
I am the true vine and you are the branches,
says the Lord.
Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears
fruit in plenty, alleluia.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Graciously be present to your people, we
pray, O Lord,
and lead those you have imbued with
heavenly mysteries
to pass from former ways to newness of life.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Concordat cum originali: + Eamon Martin Archbishop of Armagh. Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy CSsR. The English translation of the entrance
and communion antiphons, the opening prayers, prayers over the gifts, gloria, creed, and prayers after communion from The Roman Missal, ©
2010 International Commission of English in the Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures copyright: Darton, Longman & Todd
Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial psalms are copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist
Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK by Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk)

In the Gospel reading today, Jesus describes himself as the true vine for his
disciples. The one tending the vine is the Father. The plant is not decorative: its
purpose is to produce fruit and for this to happen a certain amount of pruning
has to take place.

DO
Buy a bunch of grapes. Take some time at
home to contemplate them in the context
of Jesus’ teaching about the vine and the
branches. Then enjoy them!

The instrument for this task is the word which the disciples whom Jesus is addressing
have accepted and are therefore already cleansed or pruned and in a fit condition to be
productive. But, as with any growing plant, care has to be taken that this healthy state
is maintained, so “remaining” (or “abiding”) in Jesus is vital. The image of the vine is
especially appropriate, as it suggests the intimate flow of life from the trunk into the
branches: if this communication is interrupted or impeded, the branch will wither and lose
its reason for being part of the plant. If the disciples remain in Jesus and his words remain
in them, then the positive result is that whatever they ask, the Father will grant.
This passage warns against any sense of complacency: the image of the living vine
suggests more than a passive attitude towards Jesus, that being his disciple is proved by
bearing much fruit, which will redound to the glory of the Father, another strong theme
in the Fourth Gospel. It is the word of Jesus which gives life to the disciple, and it is the
mutual love of the disciples which will reveal them as disciples of Jesus, to the glory of the
Father. n

REFLECT

T

here is no scene in John’s Gospel
of the institution of the Eucharist
at the Last Supper. The Eucharistic
text is usually identified as the feeding
of the crowd of five thousand, which
only concerns the bread. Some scholars
suggest that the passage on Jesus as the
true vine provides the teaching on the
Eucharistic wine. Whatever the merits of
such arguments, there is an interesting
lesson in the idea of communicating life.
The importance of the branch being
properly joined to the trunk is

unquestionable: the stem is the source of
the branch’s life. In the New Testament
tradition of the institution of the
Eucharist, Jesus speaks about “the cup of
my blood”. In biblical thought, the blood
is where the life principle of a person or
animal is to be found. When we speak
of Jesus “shedding his blood” on the
cross, we really mean that Jesus “gave
his life”: the sacramentally consecrated
wine is a very powerful way in which
the risen Jesus communicates his life
to his disciples and makes sense, if we
think about it in the context of the vine

providing life-giving nourishment to the
branches: this enables them to bear the
grapes, which then produce wine.
One of the most important reforms of
the Second Vatican Council was the
restoring of the chalice to the laity: as
Jesus commanded, “drink of it, all of
you”. Perhaps we might reflect that it is
one way in which the Lord communicates
his life to us. n
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Please remember in your prayers Bill May whose funeral requiem mass will be at 10.00 a.m. this
Wednesday 5th May. Attendance is open to parishioners who may wish to come but by advanced
reservation only. May he rest in peace.
Parish finances. If you have not yet had the chance to read it there is an important notice about our
parish finances available on the parish website. Copies are also available at the church.
Mass times and church opening:
Sunday mass is at 9.30 & 11.00 a.m. by advanced booking only and with priority for those working,
at school, and First Communion candidates. The 9.30 mass is heavily subscribed and will mean an
allocation perhaps every other Sunday or two Sundays out of three. The 11.00 mass is not so heavily
subscribed so attendance may be more regular.
Weekday mass (Tuesday – Friday) is at 10.00 a.m. No need to book. There is generally good capacity
on all days. But please note, Wednesday this week, 5th May, is a funeral mass by reservation only.
For all masses please be punctual. The doors will be closed five minutes before mass starts and it
will not be possible to admit latecomers.
Please be advised that the Sunday obligation remains suspended and so, for some, it might be
beneficial to attend during the week.
On Sundays, the church will remain open after the 9.30 mass until 10.30 for those who may wish to
make short individual visits but will then be closed for cleaning before the 11.00 a.m. mass. During
the week, the church will remain open after the 10.00 a.m. mass until 11.00 a.m.
Prayer Corner: Please remember all the sick and housebound of our parish especially: Patricia
Kowalewska, Win Sheridan, Patricia Plumb, Kathleen Wood, Peter Henry, Phillip Rockford,
Germain McAulay, Geoffrey Dixon, Joe Bonnici, and Marjorie Lee. And also for John O’Donnell and
Bill May who died recently RIP.

How to make a reservation to attend a Sunday mass:
You can request a reservation by one of the following methods (in order of preference):1) Send an email to oliadmin@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
2) Leave a clear message on the parish office phone 01202 760640
3) In writing, and placed in the letter box by the church door, or by post to Our Lady
Immaculate, Seamoor Road, Westbourne, BH4 9AE
When making a booking, please give the following details and you will be contacted by phone or
email to let you know which mass you can be offered:Name(s)
Phone number or email address:
Number of seats required:
Which Sunday mass you would prefer: 9.30, or 11.00, or either.
Would you like to be added to the ongoing Sunday rota? Yes/No
Please note: There will be no access to the Hall, the lift or to the toilets.
Liturgical Calendar
Fr Andrew continues to say mass privately in the church. To request mass intentions, please email
or phone the Parish Office or leave an envelope at the church.
Sunday 2nd May
Monday 3rd
Tuesday 4th
Wednesday 5th
Thursday 6th
Friday 7th
Saturday 8th
Sunday 9th

Fifth Sunday of Easter (B)
Ss Philip & James
English Martyrs
Requiem Mass for Bill May RIP
of the day
of the day
of the day
Sixth Sunday of Easter (B)

People of the Parish
Judy Coltman RIP
(attendance by reservation only)
Harold McMellon RIP
People of the Parish

Finance. A ‘Thank you’ to those who are using the ‘Donate’ button on the website. The ‘Donate’
button has the facility of adding a reference in the ‘leave a message’ box and also the option to Gift
Aid any donation. Any donation with no specific reference will be treated as ordinary offertory. The
parish’s bank details are set out below for those who may wish to take out a standing order or make
a bank transfer.
Bank: Lloyds
Sort Code: 30-93-04

Account Name: PRCDTR Bournemouth Our Lady Immaculate
Account Number: 00875075

