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THE ASSUMPTION

Our blessed mother
The Assumption of Mary into Heaven is a logical
consequence of the dogma of the Immaculate
Conception. Because Mary was born without
original sin, she did not suffer its consequences,
among which is death. Because Mary was the
Ark of the New Covenant, carrying the Word
made flesh - Christ, God preserved her from sin
and wanted her in His presence when her time
on earth ceased. No saint has ever enjoyed such
a privilege, because no saint ever had the
relationship with Christ that Mary enjoyed.
Jesus, because He is God, ascended into Heaven
by His own power. Only God can do that. Mary
was assumed into Heaven by God. She was not
able to do it on her own. The Assumption of
Mary is something God did for her. It is the
result of Christ’s redemptive power applied to
His Blessed Mother.
The dogma of the Assumption means that the
Virgin Mary now experiences in Heaven the
union of a glorified body and soul, which her
Son enjoys. She is no disembodied spirit, but a
complete human person, body and soul, matter
and spirit, reigning with Christ. The feast of the
Assumption of Mary into Heaven reminds us
that we are created for the glory of God and to
be with God for all eternity. Sometimes it’s hard
to appreciate the beauty and majesty of a
massive landscape without a person to give it
scale. How high is that waterfall? How tall that
mountain peak? How far that shore? Place a

person in the field of vision and suddenly
the image makes more sense. God fills every
scene with his majesty. He is almost too much to
take in. But Mary gives God scale and
perspective. She humanizes the view. Mary is
always there in the foreground, showing the
faithful how to approach God and render Him
due honour.
Mary was not just the first Christian. She was,
for years, the only Christian. She was, for years,
the Church. Mary’s Assumption into Heaven
opens new horizons to the mind and
imagination in prayer and a holy desire to
discover more in the life to come.
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MASS TIMES

SUNDAY MASS READINGS

Sunday 14 August - THE ASSUMPTION OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
9.00am
11.00am

Entrance Antiphon - Cf. Rev 12: 1
A great sign appeared in Heaven:
a woman clothed with the sun, and the
moon beneath her feet, and on her head a
crown of twelve stars.

Tuesday 16 August – FERIA
10.00am
th 9am: The
Wednesday
17 August
Sunday 11
Parish– FERIA
11am 10.00am
Tim Mc Cann
Wednesday 14th Repose of the souls of
Thursday 18 August – FERIA
Bernard Charles
and Elsie May Pratt
2.00pm - Funeral Mass - Brian Jupp RIP
Saturday 16th
Rosemarie Schofield RIP
th
Sunday 18 Friday
11am
Parish
19 The
August
- FERIA

10.00am
Mass is followed by Adoration

Sun 21 Aug – 21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
9.00am and 11.00am
CONFESSIONS after Mass or by appointment.
Contact Fr Leslie 01202 764027

OUR PARISH
OUR LADY IMMACULATE CHURCH
SEAMOOR ROAD, WESTBOURNE,
BOURNEMOUTH, BH4 9AE
Parish Priest: Fr Leslie Adams
Telephone: 01202 764027
Email: ladams@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
(Baptism, Marriages, Sick Visits,
Funerals and Confessions)
Parish Office (Wed 9.00am - 12.00pm)
Parish Administrator – Suzanne Quinn
General enquires and hall bookings
Telephone: 01202 760640
Email: oliadmin@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Safeguarding Officer: Matthew French
Email: mail@matthewfrench.net

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia! Mary has been taken
up to Heaven; all the choirs of angels are
rejoicing. Alleluia!
Communion Antiphon - Lk 1: 48-49
All generations will call me blessed,
for he who is mighty has done great things
for me.
HOLY COMMUNION UNDER BOTH KINDS The
Bishops’ Conference has been asked to look into
the possible resumption of the reception of Holy
Communion under both kinds to the
congregation. Having taken advice from
Professor Jim McManus, it was thought that it
would not be prudent to resume this at the
moment, but that this would be kept under
review as further research becomes available.
It was noted that most parishes are taking
sensible options over the Sign of Peace. The
shaking of hands has been replaced with nods. It
was noted that clergy could decide for
themselves if they wished to continue to wear
face masks to distribute Holy Communion.
ALTON DAY OF RENEWAL - ADoRE - Saturday 20
August, 10am - 1pm via Zoom. All are welcome
to join our online spiritual mini retreat. The
theme this month is 'Lead us not into temptation
- we pray to be helped through times of
testing.' Starting with Mass, the retreat includes
Adoration, Prophetic sharing, Praise,Testimony
and discussion. Our special guest speaker is
Jenny Baker. Please register for the Zoom
meeting in advance at bit.ly/ADOREAUG2022

PARISH NEWS
MASS INTENTIONS Please submit your Mass
intentions well in advance of the date of
celebration so that we can honour your request.
ARE YOU GOING TO UNIVERSITY THIS YEAR?
Most universities and Higher Education
Institutions have a dedicated Catholic
Chaplaincy. This is a place for you to explore
your faith as a young adult, to meet other young
people and to get involved in activities and social
outreach. If you already have a strong faith, this
is a chance to deepen it. If you have questions,
here is a place to share them in a supportive
environment.
To find your local Chaplaincy, click on this link:
www.catholicsatuniversity.org.uk
JOB OPPORTUNITY Pastoral Coordinator for
Evangelisation. This role will be based at the
Pastoral Centre, St Peter and Winchester
Martyrs, Winchester. For further details please
contact recruitment@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
or contact mhogan@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

BISHOP PHILIP EGAN 10th ANNIVERSARY MASS
Thursday 29 September, 12 Noon at St John’s
Cathedral, Portsmouth 10 years ago, Pope
Benedict XVI appointed Msgr. Cn. Philip Egan as
Bishop of our Diocese. The Cathedral Chapter of
Canons would like to organise a Thanksgiving
Mass in his honour followed by a reception in
the Cathedral Centre. We hope that everyone
will be able to attend.

MARRIAGE CONCERNS Retrouvaille is a Catholic
programme that is open to married couples of
any faith, or none. It is offered as a gift from the
Catholic Church to any married couple who
wishes to heal the difficulties they are
experiencing in their marriage. Visit the website
www.retrouvaille.org.uk for further information.

When approached by the Chapter, Bishop Philip
was initially a little hesitant, as he did not want
the focus to be on him – but it was assured that
this is a Diocesan gathering which is important
to celebrate. The Bishop particularly wanted this
celebration to be open to the laity. For this
reason there will be a reception after the Mass
of drinks and nibbles. We hope everyone has
the opportunity to join this celebration.

OFFERTORY COLLECTION

PRAYERS PLEASE

You can donate directly into the
bank account:
PRCDTR Bournemouth
Our Lady Immaculate
Sort code: 309304 Account: 00875075
Thank you for your continued support.

Please remember all the sick and
housebound of our parish especially:
Teresa Wraith,
Win Sheridan, Kathleen Wood,
Phillip Rockford, Germain McAulay,
Geoffrey Dixon,
Joe Bonnici

GOSPEL

LUKE 1:39-56

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary then set out for a town in the Hills of
Judah. She entered the house of Zechariah and
greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's
greeting, the baby leapt in her womb. Elizabeth
was filled with holy spirit, and giving a loud cry,
said, 'You are most blessed among women and
blessed is the fruit of your womb! How is it that
the mother of my Lord comes to me? The
moment your greeting sounded in my ears, the
baby within me suddenly leapt for joy. Blessed
are you who believed that the Lord's word would
come true!' And Mary said:
'My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my
spirit exults in God my savior! He has looked
upon his servant in her lowliness, and people
forever will call me blessed. The Mighty One has
done great things for me, Holy is his Name!
'From age to age his mercy extends to those who
live in his presence. He has acted with power and
done wonders, and scattered the proud with their
plans. He has put down the mighty from their
thrones and lifted up those who are
downtrodden.
'He has filled the hungry with good things but has
sent the rich away empty. He held out his hand to
Israel, his servant, for he remembered his mercy,
even as he promised our fathers, Abraham and
his descendants forever.'
Mary remained with Elizabeth for about three
months and then returned home.
STILL COPING WITH COVID Infections are
once more on the rise. Please continue to wear
a mask, if possible, whilst attending Mass. If
you feel unwell, do stay at home.

WEEKDAY MASS As children are now on their
holidays, why not encourage them to come to
one of the weekday Masses with you? Let the
Lord do the work.
CAN YOU HELP? Could you support CAFOD in
its mission to inform and educate? They are
looking for school volunteers to deliver
assemblies and workshops. Please contact Jo
portsmouth@cafod.org.uk for more info.
CONSULTATION A public consultation has been
launched into the possibility of imposing a
Public Safety Protection Order (PSPO) around
the BPAS abortion centre at Ophir Road. This
would stop assistance and counselling being
offered to mothers near the clinic and it would
ban anyone from leafleting or praying in the
vicinity. BCP options allow designated area(s)
within the zone, but with so many restrictions
as to make them virtually useless.
Please use this link for the consultation
proposal document and online form. The
deadline is midnight 31 August: https://
haveyoursay.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/ophir-roadpspo
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